Broads Authority

Planning Committee

14 August 2009
Agenda Item No 9
Enforcement of Planning Control: Enforcement Item for Consideration
Unauthorised construction of a new mooring platform
Report by Planning Officer (Compliance and Implementation)
	Summary:
This report concerns the unauthorised construction of a new mooring platform and new quayheading.
Recommendations: 
(i)
That an Enforcement Notice be served requiring the removal of the mooring platform and that a compliance period be given of one month from the date that the Notice takes effect.

(ii)
That prosecution be instigated should there be non-compliance with the Enforcement Notice.

(iii)
That Enforcement Notices be served requiring the removal of the new quayheading and that a compliance period be given of one month from the date that the Notice takes effect.

(iv)
That prosecution be instigated should there be non-compliance with the Enforcement Notice.


	Location
	Eastern end of Thorpe Island opposite the Rush Cutter Public House




	Breach of Planning Control
	(i) Construction of a new mooring platform without  the benefit of planning permission

(ii) Construction of a new quayheading without the benefit of planning permission


1
Introduction

1.1
In late May 2009 the Broads Authority was advised that construction work was on-going at the eastern end of Thorpe Island opposite the Rush Cutters Public House.
1.2
On 2 June 2009 a letter was sent to the landowner in connection with another enforcement matter. This letter included a request for information concerning the construction on the new mooring platform.
1.3
On 26 June 2009 a letter was sent to the landowner stating that, to the Broads Authority’s knowledge, the mooring platform had been constructed without the benefit of planning permission. The letter requested that the platform is removed within 14 days.
1.4
On 2 July 2009 the Broads Authority was notified of additional work being carried out to construct a new quayheading on the riverbank to the east of the mooring platform.
1.5
On 30 July 2009 a letter was sent to the landowner concerning the construction of a new quayheading
2
Policies

2.1
Policy TSA 2  Thorpe Island states:
a) Development within the existing boatyard at the eastern end of Thorpe Island, which is needed to meet the essential operational requirements of the boatyard, will be permitted.
b) Other than that specified in a), development will not be permitted on Thorpe Island.

3
Description of Site and Development

3.1
Thorpe Island lies between the River Yare and the New Cut in a prominent location within the Yare Valley, and on the southern boundary of Thorpe St Andrew Conservation Area. The Norwich to Yarmouth railway line runs along the southern edge of the island and the former Hearts Cruisers boatyard is located at its eastern end. There is a large derelict mooring basin towards the western end of the island. Further development on Thorpe Island is considered inappropriate. Access to the island is a severe constraint. For the most part, the island forms an attractive, partly wooded, backdrop to the built-up area north of the river. The policy permits modest development to meet the needs of the existing boatyard. Further development on Thorpe Island would also extend development into the river valley.
3.2
The mooring platform has been constructed using scaffolding poles which have been driven into the riverbed overlaid with softwood decking planks. The method of construction is poor and visually unattractive. The decking area covers approximately 25 m².
3.3
The new quayheading has been constructed in a similar manner to the mooring platform and is of a poor quality. Scaffold poles have been driven into the riverbank with wooden planks placed between the scaffold poles and the riverbank. There may have been some backfilling behind the planking but this is hard to confirm from the riverside.
3.4
There is no planning permission for either development and no planning permission has been sought to develop this site.
4
Other Information

4.1
It is understood that there is some dispute over the ownership of the land where the decking is located. Notices will be served on all who have an interest in the land, which will be both parties in this case to cover the uncertainty.

5
Financial Implications

5.1
There may be legal costs associated with this course of action.
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